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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that
| honor the life and memory of John Ware.
John was a remarkable person, and his vision
and ability truly embody the spirit of Dallas. As
city manager from December 1993 to August
1998, he was credited with leading the city’s
negotiations for the construction of American
Airlines Center and was the driving force in
creating the city we know today. After coura-
geously battling cancer, John passed away at
the age of 62.

John was born on March 16, 1948, in
Arkadelphia, Arkansas, to J.A. and Allie Ware.
He was married to Shirley Porter in 1974 and
to this union two sons were born. John was an
active member of Friendship West Baptist
Church in Dallas, Texas. He also actively
served in the United States Army, and during
his tour of duty in Vietnam he earned a
Bronze Star and Purple Heart.

John earned his B.A. degree from QOuachita
Baptist University, where he graduated Cum
Laude and was a member of the Inaugural
Honors Program. He received his M.P.A. de-
gree in 1974 from the Maxwell School at Syra-
cuse University where, in addition to earning
an academic scholarship, he was named an
Andrew Mellon Fellow. He holds certificates
from the University of Chicago Graduate
School of Business, the Jesse H. Jones Grad-
uate School of Management at Rice Univer-
sity, the Kellogg Graduate School of Manage-
ment at Northwestern University, the Wharton
School at the University of Pennsylvania, Co-
lumbia University Business School, the Cox
School of Business at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, and the Lyndon B. Johnson School of
Public Affairs at the University of Texas at
Austin.

John'’s innovative ideas and education were
truly profound, but it was really John’s person-
ality and personal investment in his work that
people remember. Truly, no one knew this
better than those who will miss him most—his
family. He is survived by his beloved wife,
Shirley Ware of Dallas; two sons, Jawn Ware
and Brandon Ware; four sisters, Cathie Mur-
phy, Rose Gale Jones, Gloria Hart, and An-
gela Helms; five brothers, Joshua Ware, Ollie
Charles Ware, Melvin Ware, Ronald Ware,
and Sabian Ware; and one grandchild.

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to be
able to bring the life and contributions of John
Ware to the attention of Congress and this na-
tion. His passion and dedication to his work
serve as an example to us all. John will be
deeply missed by those whose lives he
touched, but his memory will live on through
his contributions to Dallas and the work from
which we have all benefitted immensely. Dur-
ing this difficult time | would like to extend my
deepest sympathies to his family, and | ask
my fellow colleagues to join me in recognizing
and honoring this great man.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2499) to provide
for a federally sanctioned self-determination
process for the people of Puerto Rico:

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Chairman, | stand in oppo-
sition to H.R. 2499, the Puerto Rico Democ-
racy Act. | believe that H.R. 2499 will lead to
a situation where the government of Puerto
Rico could demand recognition as the 51st
state in the Union despite the will of the Puer-
to Rican people. This bill represents the fourth
time since 1991 that Puerto Ricans have been
asked to vote on their status, and all four
times they have rejected statehood as their
desired political status. The two-step voting
process contained in this bill will skew the re-
sults in favor of a minority of the people who
support statehood, and drown out the voices
of the majority who do not.

| am also deeply troubled by the provision in
the bill that would allow anyone born in Puerto
Rico, but not currently residing there, to vote
in this plebiscite. With hundreds of thousands
of people born in Puerto Rico, but not residing
there, | believe this aspect of the bill dilutes
the voices of Puerto Rican residents and
again sets the stage for a skewed result sup-
porting statehood.

Finally, | believe that as a condition of pos-
sible statehood, Puerto Rico must officially
adopt English as its primary language. It is
currently officially a bilingual territory, where
only 1 in 5 people speak English fluently. The
last states admitted to the Union, Alaska and
Hawaii, both adopted English as their official
language and, although they respect the cul-
ture and language of their native population,
the vast majority of their populations are fluent
in English.

For these reasons, | cannot vote to support
H.R. 2499 or the Burton/Young Amendment,
which does not adequately ensure that English
would be the official language of Puerto Rico.
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Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, later this
week, the 43rd Session of the United States-
Japan Legislative Exchange Program and the
11th Session of the United States-Japan-
South Korea Trilateral Exchange Program will
commence here in the U.S. Capitol. These
meetings are the result of the vision and initia-
tive of lwao Matsuda, a Member of the House
of Councilors of the Japanese Diet. Sadly, it
also will be the last that we will have the privi-
lege of meeting with Mr. Matsuda as a Mem-
ber of the Diet, as he will be retiring. For this
reason, | want to honor Mr. Matsuda and offi-
cially recognize his many contributions to
United States-Japan relations and for fostering
greater friendship and cooperation between
the U.S. Congress and the Japanese Diet.
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Born in Gifu-City, Japan, in 1937, Mr.
Matsuda graduated from the University of
Tokyo in 1967. He started his career in public
service at the Ministry of International Trade
and Industry (MITI) with posting in various lo-
cations around the world—including the United
States. He served in the House of Represent-
atives of the Japanese Diet from 1986 to 1996
and was elected to the House of Councilors in
1998. Throughout his public service career, he
has served in a variety of distinguished posi-
tions, such as the Minister of State for Science
and Technology Policy, Food Safety and Infor-
mation Technology.

Early in his career in the Diet, Mr. Matsuda
saw the need for more open communications
between the U.S. and Japan. During that time,
when Japan-U.S. relations could be tense re-
garding trade and other issues, Mr. Matsuda
knew that personal interaction between Mem-
bers of Congress and Members of the Diet
could lead to greater understanding and co-
operation between our two countries. In 1989,
along with Rep. Norm Shumway and with as-
sistance from professors at George Wash-
ington University and others, the first meeting
of the United States-Japan Legislative Ex-
change Program was held. Semi-annual meet-
ings have been held since and, in 2003, the
exchange was expanded to include Members
of the South Korean National Assembly.

| have had the privilege of participating in
many meetings over the years, and consider
Mr. Matsuda to be a colleague and a friend.
He is an example to all of us in his leadership,
commitment to democratic values, and under-
standing of the importance of maintaining alli-
ances with friends in good times and bad.
Through his resolve in establishing the ex-
change, we are able to discuss issues of com-
mon concern in an open, informal way that
leads to better understanding and stronger
partnerships.

So it is altogether fitting that we recognize
the many contributions of lwao Matsuda as his
final exchange program begins. He has had a
lasting impact on United States-Japan-South
Korean relations, and we are thankful for—and
honor—his leadership, service and friendship
today.

THANKING GEORGE BARTON AND
COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE INC.
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Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, |
rise to recognize and thank Mr. George Barton
and the entire Community Health Care Inc.
(CHC) team for working to meet the health
care and wellness needs of the lowa and llli-
nois Quad Cities. This spring George starts as
CEO of the federally qualified health center
(FQHC) in Madison, Wisconsin, but Commu-
nity Health Care will continue to thrive be-
cause of the foundation this team has built
over the past years.

In the Quad Cities—like so many commu-
nities in America—we have an urgent need for
health care services for low and moderate in-
come families, individuals who are under-
insured or have no insurance, Medicaid eligi-
ble patients, and children who rely on state
children’s health insurance programs. Fortu-
nately there are three FQHC’s in my district—
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